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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK

Advent 3 - Sunday, 16th December, 2007

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning and 

invite you to join us in the hall for coffee after the 10.30am service.  

9.15 am – Holy Communion
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10.30 am – Sung Eucharist

Introit:


180
Thou whose almighty word
. . .
First Reading: 

Isaiah 35:1-10  (Gordon)
Responsorial: 

Psalm 146:4-10

Epistle:

 
James 5:7-10  (Kathryn)
Gradual: 


24
Hark, a thrilling voice is sounding. . . 

Gospel:


Matthew 11:2-11
Offertory:
 
346
Christ is the world’s true light. . .

Communion 1:

253(i)  The heavenly Word proceeding forth. . . Communion 2:

258
Author of life divine

Recessional:

139
Rejoice the Lord is King. . .
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NB:- The Evening Service will be held in the choir vestry at 6.30pm
COLLECT
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministries and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father; in the unity of the Holy Sprit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING:- Isaiah 35:1-10 (Gordon)
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus, it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God.  Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees.  Say to those who are of a fearful heart,  ‘Be strong, do not fear!  Here is your God.  He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.  He will come and save you.’  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then the lame shall leap like a deer,  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes.  A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray.  No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 146:4-10
The response is:-  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob as their help
When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.  Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith for ever;  who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. – R
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. – R
The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.
Praise the Lord! - R
EPISTLE: James 5:7-10 (Kathryn)
Be patient, therefore, beloved,  until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains.  You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors!  As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11   
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?’  Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offence at me.’  As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  What then did you go out to see? A prophet?  Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  This is the one about whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.”  Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
PRAYER FOR HUMBLE ACCESS    
We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face: who is alive and reigns now and forever.
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ACTS  Advent Study Group 

at St Mary’s Church, Cowgate,Kirkintilloch

on Tuesday 18th December at 7.30pm—9.00pm in the Session Room (enter by main Church Doors)
Christingle Service

[image: image7.wmf]With The Holy Family Primary School Choir

Wednesday 19th Dec. in St Cyprian’s at 6.30pm

Light refreshments after the service
ALL WELCOME

[image: image8.jpg]


Kirky Players Annual Pantomime

Snow White

(St Cyprian’s Church Outing)

On 12th January, 2008 for the 6.30pm performance
[image: image9.emf]Glennis Tavener has purchased Panto tickets for the Church so we can go along together and enjoy the fun as a group. It is also hoped that we can organise a pre-panto meal, possibly in the Church Hall (more details nearer the time).  Anyone interested in coming along, please contact Glennis Tavener on 0141 775 2895 or by email to g.tavener@btinternet.com 

SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
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Seasonal fare will be served in the church hall after the service.  If you would like to help, donations of mince pies and shortbread will be very much appreciated.  Thanks Avril 

Christmas Decorating of St Cyprian’s
Saturday 22nd December, 9am
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The church will be decorated for the Christmas Festival on Sat 22nd Dec. 
Donations of flowers, holly and ivy would be much appreciated.  Help will be needed to decorate the church, put up the tree, arrange the crib, make coffee and tea, clean brasses and tidy up, so plenty of jobs for everyone. Please come along. You will be most welcome. 

Many thanks Anne Carswell



For many years we have made marmalade from fresh Seville oranges for sale in Church and at the first fundraising event of the year. This year we are hoping to have a coffee morning/sale in The Park Centre on 2nd February 2008.

The marmalade oranges will be in the market during the second week of the year. We purchase the oranges from the fruit market and they are available to members of the congregation at no cost if some of the marmalade is available for us to sell. We only charge cost price for oranges for personal use. This is considerably less than the supermarket.
If you can help and would like oranges please put your name on the list at the back of the Church or contact:-

Susan :-  0141-776-4135 



or Cynthia & Mike :– 0141-775-0126

or e-mail:- susanmfrost@btopenworld.com 
Empty jam jars are also needed ! 

Thanks  Susan                                
THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we are asked to pray for the people of the diocese of The Diocese of Worcester in the Province of Canterbury, England and their Bishop, The Rt Revd John Geoffrey Inge; also Worcester - Dudley and the Suffragan Bishop,The Rt Revd David Stuart Walker


In our own Diocese we should pray for the congregations of The Churches of St Augustine’s in Dumbarton with Rev Kenny Macaulay and Rev Timothy Njuguna; and St Bride’s in Hyndland with Rev Russell Jones and Rev Sidney Maitland


Daily Prayers


17th 		Diocesan Child Protection Coordinator, Brian Woodburn


18th 		For those who are alone at Christmas


19th 		Those who find Christmas a difficult time of year


20th 		For Scottish Women’s Aid helping those affected by domestic abuse


21st 		Thomas, For those who are struggling with doubts


22nd 		Safety for those travelling over the holiday period


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Rev Alan Cox (Prim’s cousin), his wife June and the family; Bill Ferry; Nancy Hogg; Jonathon Kerr; Mary Kitching; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; James Sanderson; Ruth Wallace and all those on the prayer board.   May God keep them all in His care.











SERVICES and events in december


Sun 16th 	Advent 3


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 	Evening Service


Tues 18th 		7.30pm 	ACTS Advent Study Groups at St Mary’s


Wed 19th 		6.30pm	Christingle Service with Holy Family Choir


Thurs 20th 		10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Fri 21st 	Thomas Apostle


Sat 22nd 		9am 		Decoration of Church for Christmas Festival


Sun 23rd 	Advent 4


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 	Service of Nine Lessons and Carols


Mon 24th 		11.15pm 	Christmas Eve Carol Singing


11.45pm	Midnight Eucharist


Tues 25th 		10am 		Christmas Day Eucharist


Wed 26th 	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr


Thurs 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist


10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


 





THE LINK   Please forward any notices for the link to Kathryn  on 578 0734,


 or e-mail- � HYPERLINK "mailto:link@stcyprianslenzie.com" ��link@stcyprianslenzie.com�  or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:moira.jamieson@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� 


by Wednesday at 6.00pm.  Thank you..  








Marmalade Oranges
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