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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK – Sunday 2nd March, 2008

Lent 4  (Mothering Sunday)
We welcome all visitors to our service and 

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.  

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist

All Hymns today are taken from “The Source”
Introit


343  Love divine all loves excelling...   Omit v2
First Reading: 

1 Samuel 16.1-13 (Dave Parfitt)
Responsorial: 

Psalm 23
Epistle:


Ephesians 5.8-14  (Eric Parry)
Gradual


23  A new commandment I give unto you...
Gospel:


John 9.1-41 
Offertory


240  I sing praises to your name...  

Communion 1

47  Be still for the presence of the Lord... 

Communion 2

317  Let there be love shared among us

Recessional

471  Tell out my soul...  
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  There will be NO Evening Service tonight 

COLLECT

Merciful Lord, absolve your people from their offences, that through your bountiful goodness we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins which by our frailty we have committed; grant this, heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and saviour, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
COLLECT for Mothering Sunday
God of compassion, whose Son, Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, shared the life of a home in Nazareth, and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: strengthen us in our daily living that in joy and in sorrow we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
FIRST READING:-  1 Samuel 16.1-13 (David Parfitt)
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How can I go? 
 If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’  Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’   He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.’  But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.’  
Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’  Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’  Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’  
He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’  Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:- Psalm 23
Response is:- The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters  –R
He restores my soul; he guides me along the right pathways for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me. –R
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my whole life long.  –R
EPISTLE:  Ephesians 5.8-14 (Eric Parry)
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.  Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.  For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly;  but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,  for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,  ‘Sleeper, awake!  Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.’ 

GOSPEL:  John 9.1-41
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’  Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes,  saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  The neighbours and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’  
Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’  He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’   But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’  He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’  They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’  Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided.  So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’  His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind;  but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’  His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’  They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’  He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’  Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’  The man answered, ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.  Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’  They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’  Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’  He said, ‘Lord,  I believe.’ And he worshipped him.  Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’  Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’  Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 

PRAYER FOR HUMBLE ACCESS    
We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER

[image: image3.emf] 

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Saviour gave his back to the smiters and did not hide his face from shame: give us grace to endure the sufferings of this present time with sure confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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NB - Lent boxes are available at the back of the church for anyone who wishes to take one away. This year the Bishop’s Lent Appeal will raise funds for the Macmillan Cancer Support.

Glasgow City Mission

Easter 

Eggs 

The tub for city mission donations is ready to fill again. There is a special appeal for donations of Easter Eggs

as well as the usual toiletries and non-perishable  foodstuffs with a long best before date. 

Please leave items in the choir vestry or in the tub at the back of the church on or before Sunday 9th March.  Thank you.  
Lenten Lunch

The Lenten Lunch 2008 is on 

Sunday 9th March after the 10.30am service.  All members of the Vestry, Congregation, and Clergy are encouraged to attend this most convivial event to mark the end of Lent. The easel will be at the back of the church for the next 2 weeks, with suggestions of foods for donation. 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

Friday 7th March, 2008

The Christian Women of Guyana
invite you to join them in their praise at  

· Friday 7th March at 10am in Lenzie Union Parish Church with Rev Dan Carmichael 

· Friday 7th March at 7.30pm in St David’s Memorial Park Church with Rev Bryce Calder
 
Theatre Group
All those whose names are on the list to see Fiddler on the Roof on Thursday evening, 21st August 2008, please pay Eric as soon as possible (£22) because the tickets have already been paid from church funds.  If at least 10 people are interested in any of the other shows, (“West Side Story”;  “Half a Sixpence”; “South Pacific”; or “She Stoops to Conquer”)  Val (776 2767) or Audrey (01236 729075) will try to make a suitable group booking.
The Glasgow Fairtrade Experience 2008
Saturday 1st  & Sunday 2nd  March

Strathclyde Suite,  Glasgow Concert Hall

11am to 6pm    Entrance - £1 - Kids go free!

The Fair Trade Experience is Scotland's biggest celebration of Fair Trade with over 40 stalls selling fair trade fashion, accessories, home-wares, sportswear, books, food & drink all under one roof.  Last year we had over 4,000 visitors in two days.

Activities and highlights include:

· Fair Trade speakers from Malawi, Kenya, Brazil &  Bolivia

· Live link with a Fairtrade supported school in Ghana

· Live world music including special guests Rise Kagona from the Bhundu Boys and Champion Doug Veitch

· Free kids craft activities; 
Free Fairtrade samples 

· Fairtrade Keepie Uppie;  

Fair Trade Comedy 

· Lots of Fair Trade information, innovation and inspiration

If you require any further information, Please do not hesitate to contact me :- Katie Bowling, Director,  Hand Up Media,   T: 05600 755014 (VOIP)       M: 07712 647 664     (Ethical Publishing, Media and Events.)
E: katie@handupmedia.co.uk    W: www.handupmedia.co.uk

East Dunbartonshire Fairtrade Event

Sunday 9th March  at 2pm in Mugdock Park Theatre – a film about one Ethiopian man’s fight to get a fair price for coffee, with a member of the East Dunbartonshire Fairtrade Steering Group to let people know how to get involved in the local campaign.  To book, please phone 0141 956 6100.







SERVICES and events in MARCH


Sun 2nd  	Fourth Sunday of Lent	(Mothering Sunday)


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


3pm 		Holy Communion at Lillyburn


Thur 6th   		10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


7.30pm 	ACTS Lent Study in Dean House at Lenzie Union


Fri 7th 		10am		World Day of Prayer at Lenzie Union 


			7.30pm 	World Day of Prayer at St David’s


Sun 9th 	Fifth Sunday of Lent 	(Reading of the Passion)


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 	Sung Eucharist followed by the 


Lenten Lunch in the hall	


Thur 13th   		10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Fri 14th 		7.30pm 	ACTS Lent Study in Harestanes Community Centre


HOLY WEEK


Sun 16th 	Palm Sunday


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 	Sung Eucharist 














� acts


Lent Study Groups


All start at 7.30pm


4) Thursday 6th Mar  at Lenzie Union in Dean House with Dan Carmichael 


5) Friday 14th Mar 


in Harestanes Community 


Centre led by Geoff  





Creative Stitches


at the SECC


Thur 6th – Sun 9th Mar, 


9.30am – 5.30pm


Adult-£5.10; OAP-£4.10


Ticket price discounted for 10 or more tickets.


If you would like to go, please tell Susan 


(776 4135)  ASAP





Please forward notices for the link to Kathryn Potts on 578 0734, or 


e-mail to link@stcyprianslenzie.com  or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� 


by Wednesday evening.  Thank you.





THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we are asked to pray for – The Iglesia Anglicana de la Region Central de America The Most Revd Martin de Jesus Barahona, Primate and Bishop of El Salvador.  In our own Diocese we should pray for the church of St Mary the Virgin, Hamilton (Ian Barcroft, David Jasper, John McLeod)


Daily Prayers:- �3	All mothers of young and grown children  


4	For generousity in Bishop’s Lent Appeal


5	The Lusitanian Church of Portugal


6	All involved in marketing of Fairtrade goods


7	For all those following the ACTS Lent Study course


8	The Diocesan Stewardship Group (Jamie Hill)


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Rev Alan Cox, his wife June and the family; Jonathon Kerr; Mary Kitching; Bill Morris; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; James Sanderson; Ruth Wallace; Anne Carswell’s sister Veronica, with her family in Dublin and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.

















