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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK -  Sunday 21st  December, 2008
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 
We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am –  Sung Eucharist
Notices
Introit hymn:
30
Hark the glad sound!......
Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’
Collect: God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
FIRST READING:  2 Samuel 7.1-11,16
7Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.’ 3Nathan said to the king, ‘Go, do all that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.’ 
4But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders* of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, ‘Why have you not built me a house of cedar?’ 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you that the Lord will make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure for ever before me;* your throne shall be established for ever. 
RESPONSORIAL: Psalm 89.1-4,19-26 
Response: Your steadfast love is established for ever.
1I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord,* for ever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.  2I declare that your steadfast love is established for ever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. – R
3You said, ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: 4“I will establish your descendants for ever, and build your throne for all generations.” ’ 19Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: ‘I have set the crown* on one who is mighty, I have exalted one chosen from the people. – R
20I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; 21my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. 22The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him. 23I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. - R
24My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted.  25I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers.  26He shall cry to me, “You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!” - R
EPISTLE: Romans 16.25-27

25Now to God* who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom* be the glory for ever! Amen.* 
Gradual:

26
O come, O come Emmanuel......
Gospel: 9 Luke 1.26-38  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.’* 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’* 35The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born* will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 

Prayer for humble access:  We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.
OFFERTORY HYMN:
  33
Of the Father’s love begotten.....
COMMUNION:   
255
Jesu, thou joy of living hearts.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Recessional hymn: 140  All hail the power (omit v 2,3).....
BLESSING       
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Services and Events


DECEMBER ‘08	


Sun 21st 	Fourth Sunday of Advent 


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			6.30pm		Service of Nine Lessons and Carols


Tue 23rd 		9.30am		Decorating the Church for Christmas


Wed 24th 	Christmas Eve


			11.15pm		Carols around the tree


			11.45pm		Midnight Service


Thurs 25th CHRISTMAS DAY


			10.00am		Christmas Day service


Fri 26th 	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 


Sat 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist


Sun 28th  	First Sunday after Christmas (The Holy Innocents)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


Mon 29th 	The Holy Innocents 


Wed 31st 	Hogmany


			9.00pm		Watch Night Party in the hall


			11.45pm		Watch Night Service





THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for The diocese of Lagos in Nigeria and The Most Revd Ephraim Adebola Ademowo.   In our own Diocese, pray for Holy Trinity, Kilmarnock (Peter Douglas) and St Columba's, Largs (Vacant).


Daily Prayers:-  


22nd	Safety for those travelling over the holiday period


23rd Our preparations for Christmas


24th	Worship and thanksgiving for answered prayer


25th	Worship and thanksgiving for the birth of our Lord


26th	Stephen; for oppressed & persecuted Christians and martyrs 


27th	John; Love for God and our neighbours


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Jean Kinnon; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris;  Sheila Oakes; Vera Petzold; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; Jim Sanderson; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.








Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.























