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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK – Sunday 6th December, 2009

The Second Sunday in Advent

We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist

Notices

Introit hymn: 

27
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry.... 

Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’

COLLECT:  O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever.
Collect for Nicholas:

Almighty Father, lover of souls, who chose your servant Nicholas to be a bishop in the Church, that he might give freely out of the treasures of your grace: make us mindful of the needs of others and, as we have received, so teach us also to give; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING:  Malachi 3.1-4  (Anne Carswell)
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.* 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 80

The response is:- Restore us, O God; of hosts let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! - R

34O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?  5You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  6You make us the scorn* of our neighbours; our enemies laugh among themselves. - R7 
8You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it.  9You cleared the ground for it; it took deep root and filled the land.  10The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branches; 11it sent out its branches to the sea, and its shoots to the River.  12Why then have you broken down its walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit?  13The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that move in the field feed on it. - R
14Turn again, O God of hosts; look down from heaven, and see;
have regard for this vine, 1 the stock that your right hand planted.*  16They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down;* may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.   17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself.  18Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name. – R

9EPISTLE:  Philippians 1.3-11  (Amanda MacKenzie)
 I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,* for all of you share in God’s grace* with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
GRADUAL HYMN: 

25
The advent of our King.....  
GOSPEL:  34 Luke 3.1-6

3In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler* of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler* of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler* of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,  ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:  “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;  6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

OFFERTORY: 


131
Love divine, all loves excelling..... 

COMMUNION HYMN:  
259
My God, and is thy table spread....  
POST COMMUNION prayer: 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in  the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
RECESSIONAL HYMN:  
484
Long ago, prophets knew....
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Please forward notices to Kathryn Potts on� HYPERLINK "mailto:%20kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" � kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com�


or telephone on 578 0734,  by 6.00pm each Wednesday. Thank you.





SERVICES AND EVENTS  NOVEMBER


Sun 6th  	Second Sunday of Advent  (Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326)


9.15am  		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


3pm 			Carol Service at Lillyburn


Tue 8th  	Conception of Mary, Mother of the Lord 


Wed 9th 		7.30pm 		Mother’s Union Christmas Night 


 			7.30pm 		Acts Adv/Std, Harestanes Baptist


Thur 10th  		10am			Holy Communion in choir vestry


			7.00pm 		Advent Meditations in choir vestry


Sun 13th  	Third Sunday of Advent


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Tues 15th  		7pm 			Christingle Service


Thur 17th  		10am 			Holy Communion in Choir Vestry


7pm 			Advent Meditation in Choir Vestry


Sun 20th  	Fourth Sunday of Advent


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 		Service of 9 Lessons & Carols








THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Western Mexico - (Mexico) The Rt Revd Lino Rodriguez Amaero.  In our own Diocese, please pray for St Cuthbert’s, Cambuslang; St Andrew’s, Uddingston; St Mark’s, East Kilbride.


DAILY PRAYERS


7th  	Thanksgiving for music and choristers 	


8th  	For the North East Regional Council


9th  	St Cyprian’s MU and Catherine Gunnee


10th  	For Victim Support Scotland, helping those affected by crime


11th  	For the Jewish People as Hanukkah begins


12th  	The Liturgy Group and Darren McFarland


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Ray Hardman; Mary Kitching; Brian and Kate MacDonald; Bill Morris;  Vera Petzold; Bob Provan; Hannah Rose; Geoff and all those on the prayer board.


May God keep them all in His care.








Advent Meditations


Thursday 10th and 17th December 2009, from 7pm to 8pm, in the Choir Vestry. This is a half hour meditation on the true meaning of Christmas, followed by tea/coffee and mince pies





Kirkintilloch and Lenzie ACTS Advent Study Group


is on Wednesday December 9th at 7.30pm in Harestanes Community Centre,











