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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4


WELCOME TO ST CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK for Sunday 16th  december, 2012
The Third Sunday of Advent 
We welcome all visitors and invite you to join us for coffee after the service.

3pm – Afternoon Service  (Rev Les Ireland) 
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist

We welcome our celebrant and preacher today, Rev Les Ireland
Hymns today can all be found in the Advent Hymn Booklet
INTROIT: 

10 
Long ago, prophets knew.....
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’ 

COLLECT: 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING: 3  Zephaniah 3.14-20 (Jacqui Stother)
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel !  Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem ! 15  The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies.  The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.  16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  1The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you* in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing 18 as on a day of festival.*  I will remove disaster from you,* so that you will not bear reproach for it. 19 I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. 20  At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: A Canticle from Isaiah 12.2-6

2Response:-  Give thanks to the Lord.
2Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God * is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation.  3With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  - R
4And you will say on that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds among the nations; proclaim that his name is exalted.  - R
5Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known* in all the earth. 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal* Zion, for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.  - R
EPISTLE: Philippians 4.4-7  (Anne Carswell)
4Rejoice* in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.*5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

GRADUAL: 

3 
Hark !  a thrilling voice is sounding.....
GOSPEL:  Luke 3.7-18
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.9Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’

10 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’11In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’12Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,*16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with* the Holy Spirit and fire.17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’

18 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.

OFFERTORY: 

11 
We lift the light of hope O God.....
COMMUNION: 
5 
O come, O come, Emmanuel.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.

RECESSIONAL: 
1 
Lo! He comes with clouds descending....
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Advent  preparation  
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The third of the three “Getting ready for Christmas” times, with prayer, music, meditations and chat, will be on Tuesday, 18th December 2012, at 11.00am and 6.00pm for an hour - doing the same thing for both time slots.  In this final one, we will be inspired by the Christmas canticle: the “Song of the Messiah.”  
Everyone is welcome to join us for this last session as part of your preparation for Christmas?
ADVENT  PREPARATION  GROUP
at 11am and at 6pm
Tuesday 18th December - the “Song of the Messiah.”
First Edition

Ken Shaw - previous Rector of St. Cyprians, has written a book called "It was Never my Intention !" from his experience as a Junior Officer in the Merchant Navy, a book of anecdotes, history and memories.  There is a limited first edition, with all profits going to "The Mission to Seafarers", costing £14 plus postage.  It may make a good Christmas present, or something like that.  If you would like to order please contact Ken via kenneth.shaw24@btinternet.com or pick up a form at the back of church with details on how to order.
“Meet the New Rector”
coffee mornings/afternoon/evenings.

With the arrival of a new Rector there is a great opportunity to reach out to others - to hold a “Meet the new Rector” coffee morning, or afternoon, or evening. The idea – for members of the church to organise a suitable time with the Rector, then invite neighbours, friends and family (whoever you feel may respond, and we’ll provide the invitations if needed) to their homes for tea/coffee. The gathering could be yourself and maybe one or two friends, right up to
a dozen or more people in a large sitting room. You could ask one or two others from church to give you some support.  It may be people invited are from other churches, even better if from no church.  

At the gathering when it happens, the Rector will chat and get people to chat for a bit, then we have refreshments.  It can be fun, an opportunity to reach out to people who don’t attend our church, and if appropriate invite them to join us.  I know it can be frightening doing this sort of thing, but to find out more, have a word with Les the Rector and he will explain - it doesn’t commit you to anything. We could organise it for any time between now and the spring.  Go on, have a go !!!
E D I C T
The East Dunbartonshire Initiative for Creative Therapy and Social Care (EDICT) was established in 1997 to provide supportive therapeutic art sessions for individuals with a diverse range of health problems, in East Dunbartonshire. 
SHOW OF WORK at the LILLIE ART GALLERY
Including one of the late Bob Provan’s paintings
Station Rd, Milngavie,  G62 8BZ   (0141 956 5538)
Open Tue till Sat, 10 – 1pm and 2 – 5pm until 20th Dec ’12
Christmas Decorating
The Church will be decorated for the Christmas Festival on SAT 22ND DEC AT 9.30A.M.  
Help is needed to decorate the Church for Christmas.
Donations of holly, ivy and flowers would be appreciated and help with putting up the tree and arranging the crib.

Please come along—your help would be VERY WELCOME.

As always there will be coffee, tea and a chat as well!

Anne



THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


For your Prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Kisangani (Congo): The Rt Revd Lambert Botolome.  In our own Diocese, please pray for the Holy Trinity, Kilmarnock (Peter Douglas); St Columba’s, Largs (Gordon Fyfe, James Currall).


Daily Prayers   (DECEMBER 2012)


17th  	Diocesan Child Protection Coordinator Anne Jones


18th  	Worship and thanksgiving for answered prayer


19th  	For all those exploring new aspects of Christian life


20th  	For oppressed & persecuted Christians and martyrs


21st  	Safety for those travelling over the holiday period


22nd  	Our preparations for the Christmas Festival


Please also remember in your prayers:


Margaret Conway; Bob Emmet; Susan Frost; Kirsty Kilday; Brian MacDonald; Eric and Sheila Oakes; Prim Parry; Alan Paterson; Doreen Rendell; Derek Rose; Sheila Shaw; Jack Smith; and for those in the “Prayer Book” at the back of the church.  		May God keep them all in His care.








To put a notice in the Link,  please call Kathryn on 0141 578 0734 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com�  


before 6.00pm on Wednesdays. Thank you.
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SERVICES and EVENTS


Sun 16th  	The Third Sunday of Advent


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		3pm 			Afternoon Service in the Choir Vestry


Thu 20th  	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sun 23rd  	The Fourth Sunday of Advent


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		6.30pm 		Nine Lessons and Carols with Mince Pies and 							Mulled Wine in the hall after the service


Mon 24th  	Christmas Eve


		11.45pm 		Midnight Festal Eucharist


Tue 25th  	Christmas Day


		10am 			Holy Communion (said)


Wed 26th  	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr


Thu 27th  	John, Apostle and Evangelist


		10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Fri 28th  	The Holy Innocents


Sun 30th  	The First Sunday after Christmas


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist

















