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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4


WELCOME TO ST CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK for Sunday 23rd  december, 2012
The Fourth  Sunday of Advent 
We welcome all visitors and invite you to join us for coffee after the service.

3pm – Afternoon Service  (Rev Les Ireland) 
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist
We welcome our celebrant and preacher today, Rev Les Ireland
Hymns today can all be found in the Advent Hymn Booklet
INTROIT: 

4 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s Cry.....
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’ 

COLLECT: 
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

FIRST READING: 3 Micah 5.2-5a  (Vivienne Provan)
2*But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labour has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the one of peace.  If the Assyrians come into our land and tread upon our soil,* we will raise against them seven shepherds and eight installed as rulers.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 80.1-7

1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!  You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth2 before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.  Stir up your might, and come to save us! 
2Response:-  2Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

34O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers? 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  6You make us the scorn* of our neighbours; our enemies laugh among themselves. 4
2Response:-  7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
EPISTLE: Hebrews 10.5-10   (Dave Parfitt)
5Consequently, when Christ* came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for me;6 in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings you have taken no pleasure.  7Then I said, “See, God, I have come to do your will, O God” (in the scroll of the book* it is written of me).’  8When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin-offerings’ (these are offered according to the law), 9then he added, ‘See, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  10And it is by God’s will* that we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
GRADUAL: 

14 His name is called Emmanuel.....
GOSPEL:  Luke 1.39-45(46- 55)
39In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.  43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me?  44For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy.  45And blessed is she who believed that there would be* a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ 
Luke 1.46- 55

And Mary* said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant.  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50 His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly;53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 56 And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.

OFFERTORY: 

15 Befor . the starry universe....
COMMUNION: 
12 Christ is coming !  Lift your eyes!.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
Heavenly Father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation through Jesus Christ our Lord.
RECESSIONAL: 
18 ....
BLESSING     [image: image2.wmf]     DISMISSAL
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“Meet the New Rector”
coffee mornings/afternoon/evenings.
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With the arrival of a new Rector there is a great opportunity to reach out to others - to hold a “Meet the new Rector” coffee morning, or afternoon, or evening. The idea – for members of the church to organise a suitable time with the Rector, then invite neighbours, friends and family (whoever you feel may respond, and we’ll provide the invitations if needed) to their homes for tea/coffee. The gathering could be yourself and maybe one or two friends, right up to a dozen or more people in a large sitting room. You could ask one or two others from church to give you some support.  It may be people invited are from other churches, even better if from no church.  

At the gathering when it happens, the Rector will chat and get people to chat for a bit, then we have refreshments. It can be fun, an opportunity to reach out to people who don’t attend our church, and if appropriate invite them to join us.  I know it can be frightening doing this sort of thing, but to find out more, have a word with Les the Rector and he will explain - it doesn’t commit you to anything. We could organise it for any time between now and the spring.  Go on, have a go !

Dance Fit for the over 50’s
Every Wednesday at 3.30pm 
In St Cyprian’s Church hall, Beech Road, Lenzie

Work off those extra holiday pounds in fun, exercise and music, with Tina Fraser.

Starts Wednesday 9th January, 2013 at 3.30pm


Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
In St Cyprian's Episcopal Church, at 6.30pm, on Sunday 23rd December, followed by mince pies and mulled wine in the hall.  Please come along to this lovely seasonal service, telling the story of the nativity through bible reading and song.

Jesus is the reason for the season !

THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


For your Prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Koforidua (Ghana) - (West Africa): The Rt Revd Francis Quashie.  In our own Diocese, please pray for St Ninian’s, Troon (Tom Montgomery); St Ninian’s, Prestwick (Jane Ross)..


Daily Prayers   (DECEMBER 2012)


24th  	For peace throughout the world


25th  	The Church of Sweden (Torben Clemmenson)


26th  	Worship and thanksgiving for the birth of our Lord


27th  	For ‘Big Issue’ sellers and all trying to make a fresh start


28th  	Love for God and our neighbours


29th  	Holy Innocents; for children, especially those who suffer


Please also remember in your prayers:


Margaret Conway; Jennie Downes; Bob Emmet; Susan Frost; Kirsty Kilday; Brian MacDonald; Eric and Sheila Oakes; Prim Parry; Alan Paterson; Doreen Rendell; Derek Rose; Sheila Shaw; Jack Smith; and for those in the “Prayer Book” at the back of the church.  		May God keep them all in His care.








SERVICES and EVENTS


Sun 23rd  	The Fourth Sunday of Advent


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		6.30pm 		Nine Lessons and Carols with Mince Pies and 							Mulled Wine in the hall after the service


Mon 24th  	Christmas Eve


		11.45pm 		Midnight Festal Eucharist


Tue 25th  	Christmas Day


		10am 			Holy Communion (said)


Wed 26th  	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr


Thu 27th  	John, Apostle and Evangelist


		10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Fri 28th  	The Holy Innocents


Sun 30th  	The First Sunday after Christmas


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Sun 6th  	The Epiphany


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		3pm 			Service at Lillyburn


	Thu 10th 10am Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry








To put a notice in the Link,  please call Kathryn on 0141 578 0734 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com�   


before 6.00pm on Wednesdays. Thank you.
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