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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK

Advent 4 - Sunday, 23th December, 2007

We welcome all visitors to our service this morning and 

invite you to join us in the hall for coffee after the 10.30am service.  

9.15 am – Holy Communion
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10.30 am – Sung Eucharist
Introit:


27
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
. . .
First Reading: 

Isaiah 7:10-16  (Eric)
Responsorial: 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-19

Epistle:

 
Romans 1:1-7  (Catherine)
Gradual: 


26
O come, O come Emmanuel. . . 

Gospel:


Matthew 1:18-25
Offertory:
 
121
To the name of our salvation   Omit v 3. . .

Communion 1:

261
Once only once and once for all. . . 


Recessional:

140
All hail the power of Jesus’ name!. . .
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NB:- There will be a Service of “Nine Lessons and Carols at 6.30pm this evening, here, in St Cyprian’s Church
COLLECT
God our redeemer, who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet him when he comes again as our judge; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Sprit, one God, now and forever.

FIRST READING:- Isaiah 7:10-16 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying,  Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.  Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.  For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7, 16-19
The response is:- Restore us, O God of hosts;  show the light of your countenance and we shall be saved   
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! - R
O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?  You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to drink in full measure.  You make us the scorn of our neighbours; our enemies laugh among themselves. - R
They have burned it with fire, they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your countenance.  But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you made strong for yourself.  Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on your name   - R
EPISTLE:  Romans 1:1-7  
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
GOSPEL:  Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit.  Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man was unwilling to expose her to public disgrace and planned to dismiss her quietly.   But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’  
All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son;  and he named him Jesus.
PRAYER FOR HUMBLE ACCESS    
We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Heavenly father, who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of the promised saviour: fill us your servants with your grace, that in all things we may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice in your salvation: through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
Sunday 23rd December, 2007 at 6.30pm
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Seasonal fare will be served in the church hall after the service.  If you would like to help, donations of mince pies and shortbread will be very much appreciated.

Thanks Avril
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Kirky Players Annual Pantomime

Snow White

(St Cyprian’s Church Outing)

On 12th January, 2008 for the 6.30pm performance
Glennis Tavener has purchased Panto tickets for the Church so we can go along together and enjoy the fun as a group. It is also hoped that we can organise a pre-panto meal, possibly in the Church Hall (more details nearer the time).  Anyone interested in coming along, please contact Glennis Tavener on 0141 775 2895 or by email to g.tavener@btinternet.com 

THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we are asked to pray for the people of the Diocese of the Yirol in Sudan, Africa and their Bishop, The Rt Revd Benjamin Mangar Mamur


In our own Diocese we should pray for the congregations of The Churches of St Michael and All Angels in Helensburgh with Revd David Cook; and St Mungo’s in Alexandria with the Revd Sally Gorton


Daily Prayers


24th 		Our preparations for Christmas


25th 		Worship and thanksgiving for the birth of our Lord


26th 		Stephen; for oppressed & persecuted Christians and martyrs


27th 		John; Love for God and our neighbours


28th 		Holy Innocents; for children, especially those who suffer


29th 		Worship and thanksgiving for answered prayer


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Rev Alan Cox (Prim’s cousin), his wife June and the family; Bill Ferry; Nancy Hogg; Jonathon Kerr; Mary Kitching; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; James Sanderson; Ruth Wallace and all those on the prayer board.   May God keep them all in His care.











SERVICES and events


Sun 23rd 	Advent 4


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 	Service of Nine Lessons and Carols


Mon 24th 		11.15pm 	Christmas Eve Carol Singing


11.45pm	Midnight Eucharist


Tues 25th 		10am 		Christmas Day Eucharist


Wed 26th 	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr


Thurs 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist


10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Fri 28th 	The Holy Innocents 


Sun 30th 	Christmas 1


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 	Evening Service


 





THE LINK   Please forward any notices for the link to Kathryn  on 578 0734,


 or e-mail- � HYPERLINK "mailto:link@stcyprianslenzie.com" ��link@stcyprianslenzie.com�  or  � HYPERLINK "mailto:moira.jamieson@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� 


by Wednesday at 6.00pm.  Thank you..  

















