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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK -  Sunday 28th  December, 2008
The First Sunday after Christmas 
The Holy Innocents

We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am –  Sung Eucharist 

Notices
all Hymns for today are taken from the carol sheet
Introit hymn:

1
Unto us a boy is born......
Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’
Collect for the holy innocents:  Heavenly Father, whose children suffered at the hands of Herod, though they had done no wrong: by the suffering of your Son and by the innocence of our lives frustrate all evil designs and establish your reign of justice and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,   who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Collect for john: Merciful Lord, cast your bright beams of light upon the Church: that, being enlightened by the teaching of your blessed apostle and evangelist Saint John, we may so walk in the light of your truth that we may at last attain to the light of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ your incarnate Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING:  Jeremiah 31.15-17  (Dave Parfitt)
1A voice is heard in Ramah, lamentation and bitter weeping.  Rachel is weeping for her children, she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no more.  16Thus says the Lord:  Keep your voice from weeping, and your eyes from tears; for there is a reward for your work, says the Lord: they shall come back from the land of the enemy; 17there is hope for your future,  says the Lord: your children shall come back to their own country. 
RESPONSORIAL:   Psalm 124

Response:    8Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.

1If it had not been the Lord who was on our side, let Israel now say, 2if it had not been the Lord who was on our side, when our enemies attacked us, 20- R
3then they would have swallowed us up alive, when their anger was kindled against us; 4then the flood would have swept us away, the torrent would have gone over us; 5then over us would have gone the raging waters. 3– R
6Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to their teeth.  7We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowlers; the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 1– R
EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 1.26-29 (Jacqui Stother)
26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters:* not many of you were wise by human standards,* not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one* might boast in the presence of God. 
Gradual:


23
Infant holy, infant lowly.....


Gospel: 9 Matthew 2.13-18

13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14Then Joseph* got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men,* he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men.* 17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation,  Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 

Prayer for humble access:  We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.
OFFERTORY HYMN:
  
19
Angels from the realms of.....
COMMUNION:   

22
In the bleak midwinter.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Lord Jesus Christ, in your humility you have stooped to share our human life with the most defenceless of your children: may we who have received these gifts of your passion rejoice in celebrating the witness of the Holy Innocents to the purity of your sacrifice  made once for all upon the cross, for you are alive and reign, now and for ever.
Recessional hymn:  
16
Joy to the world.....
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Services and Events


DECEMBER ‘08	


Sat 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist


Sun 28th  	First Sunday after Christmas (The Holy Innocents)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


Mon 29th 	The Holy Innocents 


Wed 31st 	Hogmany


			9.00pm		Watch Night Party in the hall


			11.45pm		Watch Night Service


JANUARY 2009


Thurs 1st  THE NAMING OF JESUS,  New Year’s Day 





Sun 4th  Second Sunday after Christmas


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			3pm 			Holy Communion at Lillyburn


Tue 6th  THE EPIPHANY 


10am		Clearing the Church of Christmas decoration


Thur 8th 		10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry








THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for The diocese of Lebombo in South Africa and The Rt Revd Dinis Salomao Sengulane.   In our own Diocese, pray for St Ninian's, Troon (David Mungavin) and St Ninian's, Prestwick (Philip Noble).


Daily Prayers:-  


29th	Holy Innocents; for children, especially those who suffer


30th 	The Church of Sweden (Torben Clemmenson).


31st 	Thanksgiving for the year about to end 


JANUARY 2009


1st 	Thanksgiving for every new beginning


2nd 	For ‘Big Issue' sellers, for all trying to make a fresh start


3rd 	The National Health Service


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Jean Kinnon; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris;  Sheila Oakes; Vera Petzold; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; Jim Sanderson; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.








Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.























