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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK -  Sunday 7th  December, 2008
The Second Sunday in Advent 
We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am –  Eucharist – Service of Healing
Notices
All Hymns today are taken from ‘The Source’

Introit hymn:
327

Lord, for the years......
Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’

Collect:  O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever. 
FIRST READING:  Isaiah 40.1-11  (Anne Carswell)
40Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.  2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 
3A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’ 
6A voice says, ‘Cry out!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever. 
9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;*
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,* lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’ 10See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 85    
Response:  Lord, you were favourable to your land
1Lord, you were favourable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.  2You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin.  8Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.*  - R
 9Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell in our land. 10Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each other.  – R
 11Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down from the sky. 12The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 13Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps. - R
EPISTLE: 2 Peter 3.8-15a  (Vivienne Provan)
8But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you,* not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed.* 

1Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening* the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 1Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to you according to the wisdom given to him, 

Gradual:
291
Jesus, name above all names......
Gospel: 9 Mark 1.1-8
1The beginning of the good news* of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.* 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,* ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,* who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight”, 4John the baptizer appeared* in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with* water; but he will baptize you with* the Holy Spirit.’ 
Prayer for humble access:

We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.

OFFERTORY HYMN:
  128
God is working his purpose out.....
COMMUNION:   348
Make me a channel of your peace.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Recessional hymn: 
 284

Jesus is Lord.....
BLESSING      
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Theatre Group - Programmes for this seasons’ events are available to view in the Church Hall. (please see the notice board beside the coffee hatch). Audrey intends to purchase a number of tickets for “Cabaret” (Mon 30th March – Sat 4th April ’09).  Please let her or Val know if you wish to be part of a group for any of the other shows.
Audrey – 01236 729075     or    Val – 776 2767

Christmas Fayre 2008 
Saturday 29th November
Many thanks and appreciation to everybody who gave up their free time and energies in support of this annual venture. 

Services and Events


DECEMBER	


Sun 7th 	Second Sunday in Advent


9.15am 	Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 	Sung Eucharist


3pm 		Carol Service at Lillyburn


Mon 8th 	Conception of Mary, Mother of the Lord 


Tue 9th 		7.00pm		Christingle Service with The Holy 


Family School Choir


Wed 10th 		7.30pm		MU Christmas Carol Event & Party


Thurs 11th 	10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


			7.30pm		Advent Study in the Choir Vestry	


	


Sun 14th 	Third Sunday of Advent 


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			3.00pm		Service and afternoon tea in hall		


Thurs 18th 	10am 		Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


			7.30pm		Advent Study in the Choir Vestry





Sun 21st 	Fourth Sunday of Advent 


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			6.30pm		Service of Nine Lessons and Carols


Tue 23rd 		9.30am		Decorating the Church for Christmas


Wed 24th 	Christmas Eve


			11.15pm		Carols around the tree


			11.45pm		Midnight Service


Thurs 25th CHRISTMAS DAY


			10.00am		Christmas Day service


Fri 26th 	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 


Sat 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist





DECEMBER ‘08


Sun 28th  	First Sunday after Christmas (The Holy Innocents)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


Mon 29th 	The Holy Innocents 


Wed 31st 	Hogmany


			9.00pm		Watch Night Party in the hall


			11.45pm		Watch Night Service








THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for the diocese of Kolhapur in North India and The Rt Revd Bathuel Ramchandra Tiwade.   In our own Diocese, pray for Bishop John Taylor, Honorary Assistant Bishop. All retired clergy and those in Post-Retiral Ministry (Loloma Balfour, David Balfour, David Batson, Bertie Collie, Nigel Newton, Joyce Pow).


Daily Prayers:- 


8th   	For the North East Regional Council


9th 	For Victim Support Scotland, helping those affected by crime


10th	St Cyprian’s MU and Catherine Gunnee


11th	The Anglican Consultative Council and John Stuart


12th	The Liturgy Group and Darren McFarland


13th	Thanksgiving for music and choristers


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris;  Sheila Oakes; Vera Petzold; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; James Sanderson; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.








Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.








ACTS Advent Study 


Meets at 7.30pm on Thursdays in St Cyprian’s Choir Vestry for the remaining weeks prior to Christmas.   


Dates as follows:-  Dec 11th  and  Dec 18th	 





�


Wednesday 10th December at 7.30pm 


in the Church Hall


We are pleased to welcome Alastair Chisholm BMus,


organist at the Cathedral of the Isles, Cumbrae.


‘A different look at some well known Christmas Carols’


Hot Supper provided.    Bring along your friends and neighbours.


Tickets from Catherine Gunnee;   Donations welcome on the evening.








�


Through Water and the Spirit


On the weekend 14th/15th Feb.2009 we are celebrating the Christian sacrament of Baptism.  We intend inviting all those who have been baptised in St Cyprian’s Lenzie over the past years.  We need the names and addresses of your children and grandchildren in order to invite them to this special weekend.  Saturday  14th Feb. 2009,   Sunday    15th Feb. 2009


Please give details to Eileen or Catherine before 30th Dec.


More information to follow.    Many thanks.











