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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK -  Sunday 14th  December, 2008
The Third Sunday in Advent 
We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am –  Sung Eucharist 
Notices
Introit hymn:
27
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry......
Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’
Collect:  
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger
to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way
by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just,
that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 61.1-4, 8-11    (Enid Scobie)
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion - to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations.   For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed.  I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.
RESPONSORIAL: Canticle LUKE 1.46b-55
Response:  My soul magnifies the Lord
And Mary said - ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  - R
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. - R
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’  - R
EPISTLE: 1 Thessalonians  5.16-24 (Kevin Wilbraham)
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise the words of prophets,* 21but test everything; hold fast to what is good; 22abstain from every form of evil.   23May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be kept sound* and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

Gradual:

25
The advent of our King......
Gospel: 9JOHN 1.6-8,19-28
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 19This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’* 21And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He said, ‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,  “Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, as the prophet Isaiah said. 24Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,* nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

Prayer for humble access:

We do not presume to come to this your table, trusting in our own righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, Gracious Lord, so to eat the Flesh of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, and to drink His Blood, that we may evermore dwell in him and he in us.

OFFERTORY HYMN:
  
180
Thou whose almighty word.....
COMMUNION:   

264
We pray thee, heavenly Father.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: 
We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever.
Recessional hymn: 

139
Rejoice the Lord is King.....
BLESSING
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Theatre Group
“Cabaret” 
(Mon 30th March – Sat 4th April ’09).  

Please contact 
Audrey – 01236 729075 or 
Val – 776 2767 
for more information.


Services and Events


DECEMBER ‘08	


Sun 14th 	Third Sunday of Advent 


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			3.00pm		Service and afternoon tea in hall		


Thurs 18th 		10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


			7.30pm		Advent Study in the Choir Vestry


Sun 21st 	Fourth Sunday of Advent 


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


			6.30pm		Service of Nine Lessons and Carols


Tue 23rd 		9.30am		Decorating the Church for Christmas


Wed 24th 	Christmas Eve


			11.15pm		Carols around the tree


			11.45pm		Midnight Service


Thurs 25th CHRISTMAS DAY


			10.00am		Christmas Day service


Fri 26th 	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 


Sat 27th 	John, Apostle and Evangelist


Sun 28th  	First Sunday after Christmas (The Holy Innocents)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


			10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


Mon 29th 	The Holy Innocents 


Wed 31st 	Hogmany


			9.00pm		Watch Night Party in the hall


			11.45pm		Watch Night Service





THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for The diocese of Kumi in Uganda and The Rt Revd Thomas Edison Irigei.   In our own Diocese, pray for St Cuthbert's, Cambuslang; St Andrew's, Uddingston (Vacant)  and St Mark's, East Kilbride (Kirstin Freeman).


Daily Prayers:-  


15th	For all those exploring new aspects of Christian life


16th 	For “Women's Aid”, helping those affected by domestic abuse


17th	Diocesan Child Protection Coordinator, Brian Woodburn


18th	For those who are alone at Christmas


19th  Those who find Christmas a difficult time of year


20th  Thomas, For those who are struggling with doubts


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Jean Kinnon; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris;  Sheila Oakes; Vera Petzold; Jenny Proctor; Hannah Rose; James Sanderson; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.








Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.








ACTS Advent Study Group 


The last meeting is at 7.30pm on Thursday 18th Dec in St Cyprian’s Choir Vestry.


	 








�


Through Water and the Spirit


On the weekend 14th/15th Feb.2009 we are celebrating the Christian sacrament of Baptism.  We intend inviting all those who have been baptised in St Cyprian’s Lenzie over the past years.  We need the names and addresses of your children and grandchildren in order to invite them to this special weekend.  Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th February 2009


Please give details to Eileen or Catherine before 30th Dec.


More information to follow.    Many thanks.











