For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4
WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK – Sunday 15th February, 2009
Second Sunday before Lent  -  Sexagesima
A Celebration of Baptism  -  Through Water and the Spirit      

We welcome all visitors to our service and invite you to join us for a light lunch in the hall after the 10.30am service.  

[image: image4.png]EEUNION

Christian care for families




10.30am – Sung Eucharist
(Hymns are from The Source, or printed in this sheet)
Welcome

Introduction    

Leader
Blessed be God,
ALL
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Leader
By whose great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope
ALL
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
Introit hymn:
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation!
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation!
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near;
Praise Him in glad adoration.
Praise to the Lord, who over all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth!
Hast thou not seen how thy desires ever have been
Granted in what He ordaineth?
Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee;
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee.
Ponder anew what the Almighty can do,
If with His love He befriend thee.

Praise to the Lord, O let all that is in me adore Him!
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him.
Let the Amen sound from His people again,
Gladly for aye we adore Him.
Leader
We meet in Christ’s name
ALL
Let us share His peace
Collect:

Leader
Almighty God, you have created the heavens and the earth and made us in your own image: teach us to discern your hand in all your works and your likeness in all your children; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever.
Hymn 317  Let there be love shared among us (x2)

Gospel:  Matthew 3.13-17
Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved,* with whom I am well pleased.’
Homily
Prayer

Leader
Eternal God, who at the baptism of Jesus revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit; keep your people, born of water and the Spirit, faithful to their calling, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
ALL
Amen.
Leader
Today we have come to make a deeper commitment to our Lord Jesus Christ. If you would like to renew your baptismal promises and affirm your faith, please do join in the responses. (Please remain seated)

The Christian life means turning from evil and turning to Christ. Do you renounce evil?
ANS
We renounce evil.
Leader
Do you repent of sin?
ANS
We repent of sin.
Leader
Do you turn to Christ?
ANS
We turn to Christ.
Leader
Will you follow Christ?
ANS
We will follow Christ.
Profession of Faith  

(Please stand)
Leader
Do you believe in God the Father?
ALL
We believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Leader 
Do you believe in God the Son?
ALL
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead.
Leader
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
ALL 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
Leader
This is the faith of the Church.
ALL
This is our faith. We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. AMEN.
Commitment to Christian Life
Leader 
As a disciple of Christ will you continue in the Apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread
ANS
With the help of God, We will.
Leader
Will you proclaim the good news by word and deed, serving Christ in all people?
ANS
With the help of God, we will.
Leader
Will you work for justice and peace, honouring God in all Creation?
ANS
With the help of God, we will.
Leader
This is the task of the Church.
ALL
This is our task; to live and work for the kingdom of God. 

Confession 

(Please sit or kneel)
ALL
Lord God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, We confess that we have sinned, against you and against our neighbour. We are sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love. Forgive what we have been. Help us to change what we are, and guide what we shall be. Fill us with your love, and restore us to the joy of your salvation; Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
Absolution

Intercessions
Leader
Let us pray

Gracious and loving God we praise and thank you for all that you have created and loved into being. For all agencies and Government officials who are charged with the well-being and protection of children.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.

Leader
Let us pray for Families: Parents and children.


We thank you for the children whom you have placed in our care. Give us the wisdom to minister to their needs, so that we give them only what is good and pleasing in your sight. Help us never to be too busy to read to them, to play games with them and to listen to them, not only with our ears but also with our eyes so that we may see what they really need. Help us to give them such a good home that in the years ahead, they will look back with joy and gratitude at their childhood days. Help us to share our faith with our children and be faithful in our praying for them.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.
Leader
Let us pray for Godparents and wider family

We thank you Lord for Godparents and other Christians who have been significant in our lives and those of our children. We pray that you would bless and keep them, that they would be faithful to the promises they made for their godchildren.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.
Leader
Let us pray for Families & children facing adversity

Heavenly Father, bless the homes in our community, especially those where there is anxiety at this time of economic uncertainty.  We pray for those children who are carers, that provision will be made for their education and support. We pray that governments will work wholeheartedly to achieve the millennium development goals aimed at reducing infant mortality and achieving equal education provision for girls.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.
Leader
Let us pray for Our Nation
We pray for all agencies and government officials who are charged with the well-being and protection of children. Today we pray that legislation for flexible working hours for both parents will receive government support; that there would be an awareness and a will to deal with the impact of long working hours on marriage and family life.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.
Leader
Each one a child of God

Let us remember that we are each the child of a loving and caring Father God. Jesus died for each one of us.
ALL
Let the little children come to me.
ALL 
Oh Lord hear my prayer, Oh Lord hear my prayer


When I call, answer me


Oh Lord hear my prayer, Oh Lord hear my prayer


Come and listen to me
Offertory Hymn  33   At the name of Jesus 

Omit vv 2,6,7

The Eucharist continues on Page 6.

Communion 1  47    Be still for the presence of the Lord

Communion 2  462   Spirit of the Living God
Post communion prayer
Leader
God our creator, by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart of the earthly paradise, and the bread of life at the heart of your Church: may we who have been nourished at your table on earth be transformed by the glory of the Saviour's cross and enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Thanksgiving and Sending

Leader
The light of Christ is within you. Shine as a light in the world.
ALL 
As the seed grows secretly in the earth,

As the yeast rises in the dough,

May the power of God be at work in us.

Like a city on a hill,

Like a lamp in the darkness,

May we witness to the glory of the kingdom.
Recessional Hymn: 
Christ Triumphant John Barnard        Michael Saward
Christ triumphant, ever reigning, Saviour, Master, King,
Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, Hear us as we sing:
Refrain:  
Yours the glory and the crown,


The high renown, the eternal name.
Word incarnate, truth revealing, Son of Man on earth!
Power and majesty concealing By your humble birth: 
Refrain
Suffering Servant, scorned, ill-treated, Victim crucified!
Death is through the cross defeated, Sinners justified: 
Refrain
Priestly King, enthroned forever High in heaven above!
Sin and death and hell shall never Stifle hymns of love: 
Refrain
So, our hearts and voices raising Through the ages long,
Ceaselessly upon You gazing,
This shall be our song:
Refrain
Blessing and Dismissal.
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A very big thank you to

· Our members and friends who gave so freely of their time on Wednesday & Friday arranging flowers, displays, setting up the hall or simply serving hot drinks

· Those who provided all the items for display
· All who welcomed visitors during the exhibition in Church, and to those who visited

· Those who baked and who served tea/coffee etc throughout the weekend

· All who helped prepare the Service, who willingly took part and to Geoff for his input and encouragement

· Fred for his assistance to me in putting together the Service and especially for all the lovely music over the two days

· Audrey, Eileen and Enid who have given so generously of their time and energy over the past weeks.

Thank you ALL very much.

Future MU Meetings
Wednesday 11th March 2009

The evening is entitled “Lord, teach us to pray” Geoff is coming to speak to us at this Lenten meeting. Everyone is welcome.  

Please note that there will be no meeting in April due to Holy Week.
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Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.











Services and Events


Sun 15th  	Sixth Sunday after Epiphany  (Sexagesima)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist 


Thur 19th 	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sun 22nd  	The Sunday before Lent (Quinquagesima)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Tues 24th  	Shrove Tuesday 


Wed 25th  	Ash Wednesday


7.30pm 		Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes


Thur 26th  	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sat 28th  	10am 			Diocesan Synod at Glynhill Hotel, Renfrew


Sun 1st First Sunday of Lent (David of Wales)     MARCH


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		3pm 			Holy Communion at Lillyburn


Tues 3rd 	7.30pm 		ACTS Lent Group at St David’s Memorial Park, 						Kirkintilloch


Thur 5th 	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sat 7th	10.30am - 1.30pm 	Christian Aid Fair at St Mary’s Church Hall





THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Matlosane (formerly Klerksdorp) - (South Africa) and The Rt Revd Stephen Molopi Diseko. In our own Diocese, pray for St Mary’s Cathedral (Kelvin Holdsworth, Caroline McKillop, John Riches, Shona Lillie) & Cathedral Chapter.


Daily Prayers 	


16th The recently appointed Diocesan Surveyor, Mr Elliot Glen-Esk


17th For all whose ministry is in the voluntary sector


18th For all whose ministry is expressed in the healing professions


19th For Health Visitors and District Nurses


20th For all “Maggie’s” Cancer Care centres throughout Scotland


21st The Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Jean Kinnon; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris; Vera Petzold; Hannah Rose; Jim Sanderson; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  May God keep them all in His care.
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