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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST. CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK -  Sunday  10th  May, 2009

THE fifth Sunday OF easter
We welcome all visitors to our service and we invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am –  Sung Eucharist 
Notices
Introit hymn: 

199 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise....
Sharing of the peace

Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’
Collect: Almighty God,who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ have overcome death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life: grant that, as by your grace going before us you put into our minds good desires, so by your continual help we may bring them to good effect; through Jesus Christ our risen Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

First Reading:   Acts 8.26-40   (Kevin Wilbraham)
26Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south* to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. 
He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ 31He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, so he does not open his mouth.  33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?’ 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?’* 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip* baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 5
Responsorial: Psalm 22.24-30

Response is:  All those who seek the Lord shall praise him.  
For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from me,* but heard when I* cried to him.   - R 
25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those who fear him.  26The poor* shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord.  May your hearts live for ever! – R
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship before him.*  28For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. – R
29To him,* indeed, shall all who sleep in* the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him.*  30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, - R
Epistle:    1 John 4.7-21  (Audrey Groom)
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Saviour of the world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgement, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We love* because he first loved us. 20Those who say, ‘I love God’, and hate their brothers or sisters,* are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister* whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters* also. 
Gradual: 

154 
Gracious Spirit, Holy Ghost.... 
omit V6
Gospel:  John 15.1-8
15‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes* to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed* by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become* my disciples.
Bottom of Form

OFFERTORY HYMN: 
244 
Hark, my soul, it is the Lord....    
COMMUNION HYMN: 
271
Bread of heaven on thee we..... 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER: Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life; grant us to walk in his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
Recessional hymn: 
141
The head that once was crowned....
BLESSING        
[image: image2]       dismissal
[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.jpg]


[image: image5.emf]
Afternoon Service

Starting on Sunday 17th May there will be a regular Afternoon Service at 3.00pm on the third Sunday of every month
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Christian Aid Art and Craft Exhibition 
Saturday, 16 May,  at St Mary’s, Hamilton from 10am - 4pm.

Two previous exhibitions at the church have raised well over £1,000 for the charity.  
To arrange to exhibit artwork, 
Please contact Barbara Stobie on 01698 854190 or 07731 861957.
 
Congregational Meeting

There will be a short meeting of the whole congregation, after the 10.30am service on Sunday 31st May to affirm the change to our constitution regarding "what we are about."   This will be followed by a further short meeting on the 12th July.


MU Meeting on Wed. 13th April @ 7:30pm
Due to unforeseen circumstances the Korean Evening has had to be postponed until a later date.   Instead it is hoped to finalise last minute arrangements for the forthcoming Diocesan Festival Service. Perhaps you would like to arrange flowers, set up the hall, help to prepare and serve lunch or simply welcome our many guests some of whom will be visiting our church for the first time??  It is planned to have a little fun first, having 1 or 2 games of Beetle ( by popular request) Great prizes to be won!!   See you on 13th.

Diocesan Festival Service@ St Cyprian’s

MU @ St Cyprian’s has great pleasure 
in inviting you ALL to come to our 
Festival Service 
on Sat.23rd May @ 11:30 am 
to enjoy the worship and fellowship.

Please come and make our day special.   Everyone is welcome
MU Outing  -  Saturday 13th June 2009   -  St Andrews

Audrey has booked a 32 seater coach  which at present is only half full.  Please bring along your friends to make this an especially fun day out for us all, at the close of the years events.  Please contact Audrey - 01236 729 075  if interested in coming along 



 Please forward notices to Kathryn on 578 0734, or e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com� before 6pm on Wednesday.  Thank you.








Services and Events





Sun 10th  	Fifth Sunday of Easter


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Wed 13th  		7.30pm 		Mothers’ Union – prep for Festival Service


Thur 14th  	Matthias, Apostle


10am 			Holy Communion in the choir vestry


Sun 17th  	Sixth Sunday of Easter


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


3.00pm		Afternoon Service


Thur 21st  	ASCENSION DAY


10am Holy Communion in the choir vestry


Fri 22nd  	New Life: the Spirit (Until the Evening of the Day of Pentecost)


Sat 23rd  		11.30am 		Mothers’ Union Festival Service 


followed by lunch (see p.17 of magazine)





THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for North Queensland, Australia and The Rt Revd William J Ray, The Rt Revd Saibo Mabo and The Rt Revd James Randolph Leftwich. In our own Diocese, please pray for St Paul and St John the Evangelist, Monklands (Gordon Fyfe).


Daily Prayers 	


11th  	For Christian Aid workers


12th  	Thanksgiving for God’s gift of Life and Love in Jesus


13th  	Al involved in fundraising at the Christian Aid Coffee Morning


14th  	The work of the Save the Children Fund (Matthias, Apostle)


15th  	Companion Diocese of Gothenburg and Bishop Carl Axel Aurelius


16th  	For all victims of rape, sexual abuse and their families


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Margaret Grainger; Ray Hardman; Jonathon Kerr; Jean Kinnon; Mary Kitching; Tom McCulla; Gordon Moore; Bill Morris; Vera Petzold; Hannah Rose; Geoff Scobie and all those on the prayer board.  


May God keep them all in His care.








VESTRY MEETING


Advance Notice


The May vestry meeting will be on


Wednesday  20th  May


at 7.30pm in the Choir vestry.





Please check the April/May issue of


CYPRIAN LIFE


For more details of the 


Lenzie Churches Open Gardens Weekend 


on the 1st and 2nd August 2009 (p 21)





Christian Aid 


Coffee Morning  


Wednesday 13th May 2009


10am – 12 noon


Lenzie Old Parish Church


Donations will be needed for the tea room and for the cake and candy stall.  Please see Eileen Ferry – 0141 775 0621








Magazine deadline for 


the June issue 


of Cyprian Life 


(single month only) 


is Sunday 17th May. 


Please get articles 


to Paul before then.








