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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4

WELCOME TO ST CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK – Sunday 13th December, 2009

The Second Sunday in Advent

We welcome all visitors to our service and

invite you to join us for coffee in the hall after the 10.30am service.

9.15am – Holy Communion
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist

Notices

Introit hymn: 

Hurry, the Lord is near.... see below
Words: (c) The Estate of the late Patrick Lee;  Patrick Lee (1930-2004)
Refrain:- Alleluia!  Hurry, the Lord is near.

Alleluia, alleluia!  Hurry, the Lord is near.
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1) Sound the trumpet, 
the Lord is near,

hurry, the Lord is near;

see, he comes to save us all,

hurry, the Lord is near!
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3) Go out to meet him, 
shout his name:

hurry, the Lord is near;

his mighty kingdom shall never end,

hurry, the Lord is near!

Refrain 
Used by permission - CCL 796007      Reproduced from CH4 CD-ROM edition, number 280
Sharing of the peace
Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’

COLLECT:  O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
FIRST READING:  Zephaniah 3.14-end  (Kathryn Potts)
14Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart,  O daughter Jerusalem!  15The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your enemies.  The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.

16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  17The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you* in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing  18as on a day of festival.* I will remove disaster from you,* so that you will not bear reproach for it.  19I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.  And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  20At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:  Psalm 146.4-10
The response is:- All generations.  Praise the Lord!
144When their breath departs, they return to the earth; on that very day their plans perish.  5Happy are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord their God, 6who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them; who keeps faith for ever; 7who executes justice for the oppressed; who gives food to the hungry. - R
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.  8The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous. 9The  Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.  10The Lord will reign for ever, your God, O Zion, for all generations.  Praise the Lord! . – R
9EPISTLE:  Philippians 4.4-7   (Mary Boyd)
4Rejoice* in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.* 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

GRADUAL HYMN: 

177
Thy kingdom come O God.....  

GOSPEL: Luke 3.7-18

7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’
10And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ 11In reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ 12Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ 13He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.’ 14Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,* 16John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with* the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

OFFERTORY: 


391
Lord Jesus Christ..... 

COMMUNION HYMN:  
264
We pray thee, heavenly Father....  
POST COMMUNION prayer: We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; kindle in us the fire of your Spirit that when your Christ comes again we may shine as lights before his face; who is alive and reigns now and for ever
RECESSIONAL HYMN:  
139
Rejoice the Lord is King.... 
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Christmas Decorating

The church will be decorated for the Christmas Festival 
on Tuesday 22nd December at 9.30am
Donations of flowers, holly and ivy will be much appreciated.  Help will be needed to decorate the church, put up the tree, arrange the crib, make coffee and tea, clean brasses and  tidy up, so plenty of jobs for everyone. Please come along.  You will be most welcome.  Many thanks    Anne Carswell
Christingle Service
In St Cyprian’s at 7.00pm on Tuesday 15th Dec.
With the choir of Holy Family Primary School

Refreshments in the hall after the service

Advent Meditations 

17th December in the choir vestry from 7 – 8pm

A half hour meditation on the true meaning of Christmas

followed by tea/coffee and mince pies
Service of 9 Lessons and Carols

in St Cyprian’s
on Sunday 20th December at 6.30pm 
with seasonal refreshments in the hall 

after the service
Please forward notices to Kathryn Potts on� HYPERLINK "mailto:%20kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" � kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com�


or telephone on 578 0734,  by 6.00pm each Wednesday. Thank you.





SERVICES AND EVENTS   DECEMBER 2009


Sun 13th  	Third Sunday of Advent


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)  


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Tues 15th  		7pm 			Christingle Service


Thur 17th  		10am 			Holy Communion in Choir Vestry


7pm 			Advent Meditation in Choir Vestry


Sun 20th  	Fourth Sunday of Advent


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


6.30pm 		Service of 9 Lessons & Carols


Mon 21st  	Thomas, Apostle


Thur 24th  	Christmas Eve


10am 			Communion in Choir Vestry - Cancelled


11.15pm  		Carols round the tree


11.45pm 		Midnight Eucharist


Fri 25th  	CHRISTMAS DAY


10am 			Holy Communion (said)


Sat 26th  	Stephen, Deacon and Martyr


Sun 27th  	First Sunday after Christmas (John, 29th)


9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


10.30am 		Sung Eucharist














THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you,”   Psalm 122:6


For your prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Willochra - (South Australia, Australia) R t The Revd Gary Weatherill.  In our own Diocese, please pray for St Mary the Virgin, Hamilton (Ian Barcroft, David Jasper, John McLeod).


DAILY PRAYERS


14th  	For “Women’s Aid”, helping those affected by domestic abuse


15th  	Those who find Christmas a difficult time of year


16th  	For those who are alone at Christmas


17th 	Diocesan Child Protection Coordinator, Brian Woodburn


18th  	For all those exploring new aspects of Christian life


19th  	For those who are struggling with doubts


Please also remember in your prayers:  


Susan Frost; Ray Hardman; Mary Kitching; Brian and Kate MacDonald; Bill Morris;  Vera Petzold; Bob Provan; Hannah Rose; Geoff and all those on the prayer board.


May God keep them all in His care.








2) Earth has longed for his approach;


hurry, the Lord is near;


straighten the road, smooth the path,


hurry, the Lord is near!


Refrain





4) He is the mighty One, 


he is the Word;


hurry, the Lord is near;


God everlasting, Prince of Peace,


hurry, the Lord is near!


Refrain








