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“For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord”

1 Corinthians 2 v 4


WELCOME TO ST CYPRIAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

THE LINK for Sunday 9th  december, 2012
The Second Sunday of Advent 
We welcome all visitors and invite you to join us for coffee after the service.

9.15am – Holy communion (said, Rev Les Ireland) 
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10.30am – Sung Eucharist

We welcome our celebrant today, Rev Les Ireland, and our preacher Rev Moira Jamieson
Hymns today can all be found in the Advent Hymn Booklet
  INTROIT: 

4 
On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry.....
THE SHARING OF THE PEACE
Service of The Eucharist using the 1982 ‘BLUE BOOK’ 

COLLECT: 
O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power and come among us, and with great might succour us; that whereas, through our sins and wickedness we are grievously hindered in running the race that is set before us, your bountiful grace and mercy may speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be honour and glory, now and for ever.

FIRST READING: 3   Baruch 5.1-9 
5Take off the garment of your sorrow and affliction, O Jerusalem, and put on for ever the beauty of the glory from God. 2 Put on the robe of the righteousness that comes from God; put on your head the diadem of the glory of the Everlasting;3 for God will show your splendour everywhere under heaven. 4 For God will give you evermore the name, ‘Righteous Peace, Godly Glory’. 

5Arise, O Jerusalem, stand upon the height; look towards the east, and see your children gathered from west and east at the word of the Holy One, rejoicing that God has remembered them. 6 For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies; but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low,  and the valleys filled up, to make level ground,  so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 8 The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. 9 For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that come from him.

Alternative Reading:  Malachi 3.1-4

3See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight - indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts.  2But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.  *4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: A Canticle from Luke 1.68-79

2Response:- ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
68‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 69 He has raised up a mighty saviour* for us in the house of his servant David,70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,71 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us.  – R



contd.....
72Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.  – R
 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78 By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon* us,79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.’  - R
EPISTLE:   Philippians 1.3-11   (Kevin Wilbraham)
3I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  6I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ.  7It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart,* for all of you share in God’s grace* with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel.  8For God is my witness; how I long for all of you, with the compassion of Christ Jesus.  9And this is my prayer; that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight, 10to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ, you may be pure and blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, for the glory and praise of God.
GRADUAL: 

16 
Now unto us a child is born.....
GOSPEL:   Luke 3.1-6
3In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler* of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler* of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler* of Abilene, 2during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.  3He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. 5 Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth;6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’

OFFERTORY: 

14 
His name is called Emmanuel.....
COMMUNION: 
9 
Hoe long ? The prophets cried.....
POST COMMUNION PRAYER:  
Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
RECESSIONAL: 
6 
The Lord will come and not be slow....
BLESSING
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Mother’s Union 
Christian Care for Families

Lenzie Branch Programme

Wednesday 12th December 2012

7.30pm Christmas Craft Night

Everyone is Welcome
ACTS Carol Singing

The Kirkintilloch and Lenzie ACTS group  will sing 

Christmas carols in the regent centre 

on Saturday 15th December at 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 Everyone is welcome to come along and sing with them.
E D I C T
The East Dunbartonshire Initiative for Creative Therapy and Social Care (EDICT) was established in 1997 to provide supportive therapeutic art sessions for individuals with a diverse range of health problems, in East Dunbartonshire. 
SHOW OF WORK at the LILLIE ART GALLERY

Including one of the late Bob Provan’s paintings

Station Rd, Milngavie,  G62 8BZ   (0141 956 5538)

Open Tue till Sat, 10 – 1pm and 2 – 5pm until 20th Dec ’12
Advent  preparation  groups

On Tuesdays through Advent we will be having “Getting ready for Christmas” times, with prayer, music, meditations and chat.  We will have them at 11.00am and 6.00pm for an hour – doing to the same thing for both time slots. 

The inspiration for the three weeks will be the Christmas canticle: on the 

- 
4th of December the Magnificat;

- 
11th December the Benedictus;

- 
18th December the “Song of the Messiah.”
Everyone is welcome to join us for all or one of the sessions – why not come and make the three dates part of your preparation for Christmas?
ADVENT  PREPARATION  GROUPS
Each Tuesday at 11am and at 6pm

4th of December the Magnificat;

11th December the Benedictus;
18th December the “Song of the Messiah.”
“Meet the New Rector”
coffee mornings/afternoon/evenings.

With the arrival of a new Rector there is a great opportunity to reach out to others - to hold a “Meet the new Rector” coffee morning, or afternoon, or evening. The idea – for members of the church to organise a suitable time with the Rector, then invite neighbours, friends and family (whoever you feel may respond, and we’ll provide the invitations if needed) to their homes for tea/coffee. The gathering could be yourself and maybe one or two friends, right up to
a dozen or more people in a large sitting room. You could ask one or two others from church to give you some support.  It may be people invited are from other churches, even better if from no church.  

At the gathering when it happens, the Rector will chat and get people to chat for a bit, then we have refreshments.  It can be fun, an opportunity to reach out to people who don’t attend our church, and if appropriate invite them to join us.  I know it can be frightening doing this sort of thing, but to find out more, have a word with Les the Rector and he will explain - it doesn’t commit you to anything. We could organise it for any time between now and the spring.  Go on, have a go !!!
First Edition

Ken Shaw - previous Rector of St. Cyprians, has written a book called  "It was Never my Intention!" from his experience as a Junior Officer in the Merchant Navy, a book of anecdotes, history and memories.  There is a limited first edition, with all profits going to "The Mission to Seafarers", costing £14 plus postage.  It may make a good Christmas present, or something like that.  If you would like to order please contact Ken via kenneth.shaw24@btinternet.com or pick up a form at the back of church with details on how to order.
THIS WEEK IN PRAYER


For your Prayers this week:


In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we are asked to pray for Kigezi (Uganda): The Rt Revd George Katwesigye.   In our own Diocese, please pray for the South Ayrshire Team: Holy Trinity, Ayr; St John’s, Girvan; St Oswald’s, Maybole (Ian Meredith, Jeanette Jenkins, Peter Neill).


Daily Prayers   (DECEMBER 2012)


10th  	For Victim Support Scotland, helping those affected by crime


11th  	The National Meningitis Trust


12th  	St Cyprian’s Mother’s Union


13th  	For those who are struggling with doubts


14th  	For “Women’s Aid”, helping those affected by domestic abuse


15th  	Those who find Christmas a difficult time of year


Please also remember in your prayers:


Margaret Conway; Bob Emmet; Susan Frost; Kirsty Kilday; Brian MacDonald; Eric and Sheila Oakes; Prim Parry; Alan Paterson; Doreen Rendell; Derek Rose; Sheila Shaw; Jack Smith; and for those in the “Prayer Book” at the back of the church.  		May God keep them all in His care.








SERVICES and EVENTS


Sun 9th  	The Second Sunday of Advent


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


Wed 12th  	7.30pm 		Mother’s Union in the hall (Christmas Crafts)


Thu 13th  	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sun 16th  	The Third Sunday of Advent


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		3pm 			Afternoon Service in the Choir Vestry


Thu 20th  	10am 			Holy Communion in the Choir Vestry


Sun 23rd  	The Fourth Sunday of Advent


		9.15am 		Holy Communion (said)


		10.30am 		Sung Eucharist


		6.30pm 		Nine Lessons and Carols with Mince Pies and 							Mulled Wine in the hall after the service


Mon 24th  	Christmas Eve


		11.45pm 		Midnight Festal Eucharist


Tue 25th  	Christmas Day


		10am 			Holy Communion (said)





To put a notice in the Link,  please call Kathryn on 0141 578 0734 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com" ��kathryn.potts2@ntlworld.com�  


before 6.00pm on Wednesdays. Thank you.
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