In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer,
we are asked to pray for the
diocese of Wusasa (Kaduna,
Nigeria) and their Bishop: the Rt
Revd Ali Buba Lamido.
In our own Diocese, please pray
for the church of St Mary the
Virgin, Hamilton (their clergy: Ian
Barcroft, David Jasper, John
Macleod).

St. Cyprian’s Church,
Lenzie

LINK
15th December 2013
Advent 3
The LORD lifts up those who are
bowed down ; the Lord loves the
righteous.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Sunday services:
9.15am – Eucharist with
Rev. Les Ireland
10.30am- Eucharist,
with Les Ireland
preaching and
celebrating.

DAILY PRAYERS
16th Those who find Christmas
a difficult time of year
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st

Diocesan Child Protection
CoordinatorAnne Jones
Thanksgiving for
answered prayer
For all those exploring
Christian faith
For oppressed &
persecuted Christians
Safety for those
travelling over the
holiday period

Please also remember in your
prayers:
Margaret Conway; Jennie
Downes; Daphne Fraser; Susan
Frost; Marilyn Hazlette; Kirsty
Kilday; Eric and Sheila Oakes;
Alan Paterson; Doreen Rendell;
Karen Rose; Geoff Scobie; Jack
Smith; and for all those in the
“Prayer Book” at the back of the
church.

On Saturday 21st Dec. from
9.30am we will be decorating the
church for Christmas. There’s lots
to do for everyone, so please come
along. Also needed are donations of
holly, ivy and flowers, so please bring
them along.
If you want something in the
Link, please let the Rector have
it if possible by Wednesday tea
time. Please note – there will be
one link covering 22nd and 29th
Dec. Give him a ring on 776 3866
or E.mail:
Les949@btinternet.com.

Christmas Services
this year:
Sunday 22nd December:
6.30pm: Carol Service.
24th Dec. – Christmas Eve
11.30pm: Midnight Mass
25th Dec: Christmas Day
10.30am: Holy
Communion.

May God keep them in His care

Crack & Creating.............. Advent times............
During Advent I am planning to be in the choir vestry on Tuesdays
from 1.30 – 3.00pm for “Crack and creating.” We’ll have some
prayers at the end, and a theme for each week. But come along
when you want to chat, drink tea/coffee and eat cakes, and have a
chance to make something, or do something creative. You could
bring your knitting, or tapestry, or embroidery, or come and make
some cards......and we’ll have other stuff people can do. Or you can
just come and chat..... And bring a friend or two along along....
(And Crack stands for “Chat and talk”, nothing to do with cocaine!!!!!)

It’s all rushing up too quick, and there’s so much to do.....!!!!

Please note – for those who would
like to worship, we will still have
Holy Communion on Thursdays 26th
Dec and 2nd January

Hymn: 13 (Discover in a...)
Collect: God of power and
mercy, you call us once again to
celebrate the coming of your
Son. Remove those things
which hinder love of you, that
when he comes he may find us
waiting in awe and wonder for
him who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 35.1-10
The wilderness and the dry
land shall be glad,the desert
shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus 2it shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice with joy
and singing. The glory of
Lebanon shall be given to it, the
majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of
the LORD, the majesty of our
God. Strengthen the weak
hands, and make firm the feeble
knees. Say to those who are of a
fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not
fear! Here is your God. He will
come with vengeance, with
terrible recompense. He will
come and save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall
be opened, and the ears of the
deaf unstopped; then the lame
shall leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the speechless sing
for joy. For waters shall break
forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert; the
burning sand shall become
a pool, and the thirsty ground
springs of water; the haunt of
jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds
and rushes.
A highway shall be there, and it
shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on
it, but it shall be for God’s
people; no traveller, not even
fools, shall go astray. No lion
shall be there, nor shall any

ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk
there. And the ransomed of
the LORD shall return, and come
to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon
their heads; they shall obtain
joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away.

Psalm 146.4-9
When their breath departs, they
return to the earth; on that very day
their plans perish.
4

Happy are those whose help
is the God of Jacob, whose
hope is in the LORD their God,
5

who made heaven and earth, the sea,
and all that is in them; who keeps faith
for ever;
6

who executes justice for the
oppressed; who gives food to
the hungry.
7

The LORD sets the prisoners free; the
LORD opens the eyes of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who

are bowed down ; the Lord
loves the righteous.
The LORD watches over the strangers;
he upholds the orphan and the
widow but the way of the wicked he
brings to ruin.
9

James 5.7-10
Be patient, therefore, beloved,
until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the
precious crop from the earth,
being patient with it until it
receives the early and the late
rains. You also must be patient.
Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near.
Beloved, do not grumble against
one another, so that you may
not be judged. See, the Judge is
standing at the doors! 1As an
example of suffering and
patience, beloved, take the
prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

Hymn: 16 (Now unto us...)

Matthew 11.2-11
When John heard in prison
what the Messiah was doing, he
sent word by his disciples and
said to him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?’ Jesus
answered them, ‘Go and tell
John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the
lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to
them. And blessed is anyone
who takes no offence at me.’
As they went away, Jesus began
to speak to the crowds about
John: ‘What did you go out into
the wilderness to look at? A
reed shaken by the wind? What
then did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes?
Look, those who wear soft robes
are in royal palaces. What then
did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and
more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written,
“See, I am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before
you.”
Truly I tell you, among those
born of women no one has
arisen greater than John the
Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.

Hymn: 9 (How long...)
Hymn at Comm: 8
(God Came in Jesus...)

Merciful God,
may this eucharist free us from
our sins, fill us with unending
joy, and prepare us for the
birthday of our Saviour. We
ask this in the name of Jesus
Christ, who is Lord for ever and
ever.
Post Comm. Prayer:

Hymn: 7 (Come and Be...)

