Christmas Eve – Morning

Psalm: 89: 1-4, 19-29

Hymns – see Seperate sheet.

Response: Restore us, O God of hosts; show the light of your countenance

Collect: Heavenly Father, who chose the Virgin Mary, full of grace, to be the mother
of our Lord and Saviour: now fill us with your grace, that we in all things may embrace
your will and with her rejoice in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

2 Sam 7:1-16:

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from
all his enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am
living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the
king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is with you.”
But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant
David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not
lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this
day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have
moved about among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying,
“Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to
my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel;and I have been with you
wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will
make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in
their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no
more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and
I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that
the LORD will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with
your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from
your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him, and he
shall be a son to me. When he commits iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as
mortals use, with blows inflicted by human beings. But I will not take my steadfast
love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. Your house
and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be
established forever.

and we shall be saved.

Rev 22:12-17, 21: “See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay
according to everyone’s work. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last,
the beginning and the end.” Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they
will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the gates. Outside are
the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and murderers and idolaters, and everyone
who loves and practices falsehood. “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this
testimony for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.” The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say,
“Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the
water of life as a gift. The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen.

Luke 1.26-38: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in
Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne
of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy;
he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from
her.

Post Communion Prayer: Faithful God, in this sacrament we receive the

promise of salvation. May we, like the Virgin Mary, be obedient to your will. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

What kind of motorbike does Father Christmas ride?
A Holly Davidson!

Midnight and Christmas Day.
Carols from Carol sheet – Midnight: 11,1, 10, 12; At Comm: 13
Carols from Carol sheet – Christmas Day: 12, 8, 10.
Collect – midnight: Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of
your one true light. As we have known the revelation of that light on earth, so bring us
to see the splendour of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Collect – Christmas Day: Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more
wonderfully restored our human nature. May we share the divine life of your Son
Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to share our humanity, and now lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Isaiah 62:6-12

Upon your walls, O Jerusalem, I have posted sentinels; all day and all night they shall
never be silent. You who remind the LORD, take no rest,and give him no rest until he
establishes Jerusalem and makes it renowned throughout the earth. The LORD has
sworn by his right hand and by his mighty arm: I will not again give your grain to be
food for your enemies, and foreigners shall not drink the wine for which you have
labored; but those who garner it shall eat it and praise the LORD, and those who gather
it shall drink it in my holy courts.
Go through, go through the gates, prepare the way for the people; build up, build
up the highway, clear it of stones, lift up an ensign over the peoples. The LORD has
proclaimed to the end of the earth: Say to daughter Zion, “See, your salvation
comes; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.” They shall be
called, “The Holy People, The Redeemed of the LORD”; and you shall be called,
“Sought Out, A City Not Forsaken.”

Titus 3:4-7

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Saviour appeared,he saved
us, not because of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to
his mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Saviour, so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Luke 2: 1-7

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

Prayer after Communion – midnight: Father of all, tonight you have united
earth and heaven in sending your Son to take our human nature. May we who have
tasted heavenly things share in the life of his eternal kingdom. We ask this in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Prayer after Communion – Christmas Day.: Father of all, the child born for
us is the Saviour of the world. May he who made us your children welcome us into
your kingdom, where he is alive and reigns with you now and for ever.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

New year's Eve 2017 will be the only day when every adult was born in the
1900s and every minor was born in the 2000s!
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

Christmas 1 (New year's Eve)
Carols from Carol sheet: 14, 18, 21, 5

Galatians 4:4-7
At Comm: 13.

Collect: Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate Word.
May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever.

Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns
herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes
what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to
spring up before all the nations.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her
vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. The
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be
called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a crown of
beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

Psalm 148

Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his host!
Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens!
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for he commanded and they were created.
He established them forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be
passed.
Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps,
fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!
Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!
Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!
Young men and women alike, old and young together!
Let them praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is
above earth and heaven.
He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of
Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD!

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might
receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a
child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

Luke 2:22-40

When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought
him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord,
“Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two
young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would
not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon
came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for
him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying,“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to
your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your
people Israel.” And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being
said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child
is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will
pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel,
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left
the temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that
moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of
Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favour of
God was upon him.

Prayer after Communion: Source of truth and joy, may we who have received
the gift of divine life always follow the way of your Son. This we ask in the name of
Jesus Christ the Lord.

Prayers:
Sunday 24th December, Fourth Sunday of Advent (Christmas Eve):
ANGLICAN Yola (Jos, Nigeria): The Rt Revd Markus Ibrahm
DIOCESAN St Cuthbert’s, Cambuslang (Paul Fletcher); St Andrew’s, Uddingston
(Ian Barcroft, David Jasper, Jonathan Livingstone); St Mark’s, East Kilbride (Paul
Fletcher)
Daily Prayers
25th: Peace throughout the world
26th: Worship and thanksgiving for the birth of our Lord
27th: The Ascension Trust – training Street Pastors
28th: Street Pastors, keeping our young “clubbers” safe
29th: All the peoples of the world
30th: Thanksgiving for the year at an end Sunday
31st December First Sunday after Christmas
ANGLICAN Zululand (Southern Africa): The Rt Revd Monument Makhanya
DIOCESAN St Mary the Virgin, Hamilton (Ian Barcroft)
Daily Prayers
1st: Thanksgiving for every new beginning
2nd: Love for God and our neighbour
3rd: For ’Big Issue’ sellers and all trying to make a fresh start
4th: Families, especially those facing problems or divisions
5th: Children and young people in distress and despair
6th: The work of Deaf-blind Scotland
Please remember in your prayers: Jean Dick, Chris Zochowski, Matthew
Whittaker; Pam Bently; Donald Gow; Jean Kinnon, Margaret Conway; Susan
Frost; Alan Paterson; Doreen Rendell; Karen Rose; Grace Joss and those in the
“Prayer Book” at the back of the church.
<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><>

St. Cyprian's Church
Link for the Christmas Period, 2017.
Christmas Services:
Sunday 24th December –
Normal services in the morning (9.15am and 10.30am.)
5pm – Christingle Service (with refreshments after)
11.30pm: Midnight Communion service.

For the attention of all PARENTS of young children: on 24 th December at just before
6pm, the international space station will make a pass over the UK, lasting for about 3
minutes. Clouds allowing, the pass will be bright and clear.

Christmas Day – Holy Communion at 10.30am.

For the attention of all young CHILDREN: on 24 th December at just before 6pm, you will
be able to see Santa's sleigh flying through the sky.

Sunday 31st December: Services at 9.15am and 10.30am – both

Please share and spread a little sparkle.....

Thursday 28th December – Holy Communion at 10.30am in the Choir Vestry.
Eucharists.

